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Professor Jiri Gaisler
3 July 1934 — 17 July 2014

Zdenék ReHAK & Jan ZUKAL

On 17 July 2014, the zoological community lost one its true personalities when Professor Jifi
Gaisler, chiropterologist, scholar, educator and gentleman, died at the age of 80 following a heart
attack. Coincidentally, the unfortunate death of our teacher, colleague and friend Jifi occurred
exactly 150 years after that of another famous resident of Brno, Professor Friedrich Anton Kole-
nati, one of the founding fathers of European bat research.

Born on 3 July 1934 in Prague, Jifi became an outstanding and internationally recognised
mammologist who started with modern European bat research in the early 1960s, and spent much
of that time studying in the Moravian region of his home country, the Czech Republic.

After completion of his graduate studies at the Faculty of Science at Charles University (Prague)
in 1957, Jifi started his professional career as a research assistant at the Institute of Vertebrate
Zoology of the Czechoslovakian Academy of Sciences (Brno). He specialised in bat research
and the results of his postgraduate thesis on the ecology of the lesser horseshoe bat, Rhinolophus
hipposideros were published in three key papers (1963), which are still being cited to this day.

In addition to his distinguished scientific career, Jifi was also a respected teacher; indeed,
science and education represented the two parallels of his life. In 1969, he joined the Department
of Animal and Human Biology of the University of Jan Evangelista Purkyné in Brno (currently
retitled the Department of Botany and Zoology, Masaryk University), where he worked, with
only a few short breaks, to his untimely death. ) :
Having been made Associate Professor in 1979
and Full Professor in 1991, he held a number of
positions at Masaryk University, including Head
of the Department of Zoology and Ecology
(1990-1996) and Vice-Dean of the Faculty of
Science for Scientific Education (1995-1999).
Dozens of zoology students have graduated |
under his supervision. Over the last ten years |
of his life, Jifi, now recognised as an Emeritus
Professor, was still helping with the tuition of
Master’s and Doctoral students and co-operating
on research projects.

Jifi’s prime research interest was always the
study of bat biology. His contributions to our [
knowledge of bat biology resulted in a number |
of key achievements and his efforts were key
in integrating international bat research efforts,
one of the results of which was the founding of




International Bat Research Conferences. Together with Vladimir Hanak (Prague), he established
extensive bat-banding and long-term population monitoring programs. His scientific publicati-
ons have brought to light much original data on the population ecology of European bat species,
including Myotis emarginatus, Nyctalus noctula and Rhinolophus hipposideros.

In addition to his work on bats, however, Jifi also published many professional papers dealing
with other topics of vertebrate zoology and published or contributed to numerous books on the
subject. Some of his most important works include chapters in two books, the Ecology of Small
Mammals (1979) and the Hanbuch der S&ugetiere Europas (2001). He produced a number of
popular books and valuable textbooks, including the Atlas of Mammals of the Czech and Slovak
Republics (2002), Mammals of the Czech Republic (2012), and updated the textbook Vertebrate
Zoology, published in cooperation with Jan Zima (2007).

Jifi was active in many scientific societies, both in Czechoslovakia and the Czech Republic and
abroad. He participated in the work of the Chiroptera Specialist Group of the [IUCN Species Sur-
vival Commission and served on the Scientific Advisory Board of Bat Conservation International
(USA). He was co-founder and first President of the Czech Bat Conservation Trust, later serving
as Honorary President. In addition, he served on the Scientific Boards of numerous scientific bo-
dies, including the Institute of Vertebrate Biology of the Czech Academy of Sciences, the Czech
Zoological Society, the National Committee of the International Union of Biological Sciences,
the World Conservation Monitoring Centre and the American Society of Mammologists. Finally,
he was an active participant on the editorial boards of a range of scientific journals, including
Folia Zoologica and Acta Theriologica.

For his achievements in the field of biology, Jifi was awarded the G. J. Mendel Medal of
Honour of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic in 1995 and the Prize of the Rector



of Masaryk University (Brno) in 1999. If this were not enough, his name has become eternal in
the field of science in at least one other way, when a new bat, Gaisler’s long-eared bat Plecotus
gaisleri, was named after him.

Those who had the opportunity to meet Jifi personally quickly appreciated his brilliant intellect,
his deep insight into diverse aspects of bat biology, his broad cultural background and his kind
sense of humour. He will be remembered as a particularly kind and generous man who gave of his
time and expertise unselfishly, and as a man who was highly respected by his students, colleagues
and many friends. Whilst we aware that these few lines cannot hope to describe the incomparably
rich and full human life that was Jifi Gaisler, as long-term collaborators and friends, we believe
that the huge legacy of Jiti will long outlast him.

Bibliography of Professor Jii'i Gaisler since 1994

Compiled by Zdenék Rehak. Note: Most of older Gaisler’s publications were comprised in the lists published
by Zukal (1994) and Nevrly (2010). In this bibliography review some older unpublished or missing articles
have been added. All abstracts published in various conference proceedings were excluded from this list.
The publication titles are in their original languages.
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R., Lucan R. K., MAJEk O., MATETU J., REHAK Z., SAFAR J., TALEK P., TkaDLEC E., UHRIN M., WAGNER J.,
WEINFURTOVA D., ZiMA J., ZUKAL J. & HORACEK 1., 2010: Increasing incidence of Geomyces destructans
fungus in bats from the Czech Republic and Slovakia. Public Library of Science One, 5(11): 1-7.

GaisLer J., Kovakik M. & Sterka L., 2011: Two unusual records of the lesser horseshoe bat (Rhinolophus
hipposideros) in the Moravian Karst (Czech Republic). Hystrix, n.s., 22(1): 73-79.
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Books, textbooks and chapters in books

GAISLER J., 1997: Savci. Pp.: 175-181. In: Novak V. & Hupkc K. (eds.): Viastivéda moravska. Zemé a lid.
Svazek 2. Ziva priroda. Muzeum a vlastivédny spolek, Brno, 336 pp.

GaISLER J., 2000: Primatologie pro antropology. Pp.: 9-80. In: MaLiNa J. (ed.): Panordma biologické a so-
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GaisLer J., 2001: Rhinolophus mehelyi Matschie, 1901 — Mehely-Hufeisennase. Pp.: 91-104. In: Krarp
F. (ed.): Handbuch der Sdugetiere Europas. Band 4: Fledertiere, Teil I: Chiroptera I. Rhinolophidae,
Vespertilionidae 1. Aula-Verlag, Wiebelsheim, x+603 pp.

GAISLER J., 2001: Netopyti Stranské skaly. Pp.: 35-36. In: VaLocH K. & MusiL R. (eds.): Stranska skala.
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MaLiNa J. (eds.), 2009: Antropologicky slovnik (s prihlédnutim k déjinam literatury a uméni) aneb co by mohl
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& Harrorp D. C. D. (eds): Mammals of Africa. Volume IV: Hedgehogs, Shrews and Bats. Bloomsbury
Publishing, London, 800 pp.

Garsier J., 2013: Rhinolophus ferrumequinum Greater Horseshoe Bat. Pp.: 327-328. In: HarroLD M.
& Harrorp D. C. D. (eds): Mammals of Africa. Volume IV: Hedgehogs, Shrews and Bats. Bloomsbury
Publishing, London, 800 pp.

GaisLer J., 2013: Rhinolophus hipposideros Lesser Horseshoe Bat. Pp.: 338-340. In: HappoLp M. & HapPOLD
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GaIsLER J., 1994: Odhad staii a kategorie dospivani nasich netopyri. Bulletin Ceské Spolecnosti pro Ochranu
Netopyrii, 4: 9—11.

GaisLER T, 1995: Cesko-moravské klani o zoologické nézvy (tentokrat ptakt). Vesmir, 74(7): 394.

GaIsLER J., 1995: O biologickych kofenech nasili a obétavosti. Univerzitni Noviny, Brno, 4(2): 26-27.
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GAISLER J., 1995: Jak je to s v€deckym nazvem muflona? Myslivost, 1995(10): 17.

GAISLER J., GELNAR M., HELESIC J., KUBiCEK F. & SEDLAK E., 1995: Véda a univerzitni studium v intencich
oboru (model zoologie). Univerzita na prahu nového tisicileti, Masarykova univerzita, Brno, 1995(1):
221-236.

GAISLER J., 1996: Je biologicka rozmanitost podminkou? Univerzitni Noviny, Brno, 5(3): 19-20.
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GAIsLER J., 1999: Vzpominka na prof. Sergeje Hrabéte, DrSc. Univerzitni Noviny, Brno, 6(6): 12—13.

GaisLer J., 2000: Krajina mého srdce — Hieben Orlickych hor. Veronica, 14(6): 19.

GaAISLER J., 2000: Za Ing. Aristidem Mosanskym, CSc. Lynx, n.s., 31: 163-166.
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Other scientific publications missing in a former bibliography review before 1995

GAISLER J., 1959: Vliv chladu na zivocichy. Shornik Praci Lékarské Fakulty Karlovy University Hradec
Kralove, 2(2): 30-33.

GAISLER J., ZEIDA J. & ZAPLETAL M., 1963: Das Nisten des Hanflings Carduelis cannabina in den Schobern.
Folia Zoologica, 12(2): 168.

GaIsLER J., 1964: Comment volent les chauves-souris? Science et Nature, 1964(66): 11-16.

GaISLER J., PovoLny D, SEBex Z. & TeNora E., 1968: Glareola nordmanni fir Afghanistan nachgewiesen.
Journal fir Ornithologie, 109(1): 23.

GaIsLER J. & HANAK V., 1969: Soudasny stav a perspektivy vyzkumu ekologie netopyrii v Ceskoslovensku.
Vertebratologické Zpravy, Brno, 1969(3): 83-96.

GaIsLer J., 1979: Ecology of bats. Pp.: 281-342. In: Stoppart D. M. (ed.): Ecology of Small Mammals.
Chapman & Hall Publ., London, 386 pp.
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Gaister J., 1991: The status of Rhinolophus hipposideros in S-Moravia (CS). Myotis, 29: 105-108.
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