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Professor Jiří Gaisler
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Zdeněk Řehák & Jan Zukal

On 17 July 2014, the zoological community lost one its true personalities when Professor Jiří 
Gaisler, chiropterologist, scholar, educator and gentleman, died at the age of 80 following a heart 
attack. Coincidentally, the unfortunate death of our teacher, colleague and friend Jiří occurred 
exactly 150 years after that of another famous resident of Brno, Professor Friedrich Anton Kole-
nati, one of the founding fathers of European bat research.

Born on 3 July 1934 in Prague, Jiří became an outstanding and internationally recognised 
mammologist who started with modern European bat research in the early 1960s, and spent much 
of that time studying in the Moravian region of his home country, the Czech Republic.

After completion of his graduate studies at the Faculty of Science at Charles University (Prague) 
in 1957, Jiří started his professional career as a research assistant at the Institute of Vertebrate 
Zoology of the Czechoslovakian Academy of Sciences (Brno). He specialised in bat research 
and the results of his postgraduate thesis on the ecology of the lesser horseshoe bat, Rhinolophus 
hipposideros were published in three key papers (1963), which are still being cited to this day. 

In addition to his distinguished scientific career, Jiří was also a respected teacher; indeed, 
science and education represented the two parallels of his life. In 1969, he joined the Department 
of Animal and Human Biology of the University of Jan Evangelista Purkyně in Brno (currently 
retitled the Department of Botany and Zoology, Masaryk University), where he worked, with 
only a few short breaks, to his untimely death. 
Having been made Associate Professor in 1979 
and Full Professor in 1991, he held a number of 
positions at Masaryk University, including Head 
of the Department of Zoology and Ecology 
(1990–1996) and Vice-Dean of the Faculty of 
Science for Scientific Education (1995–1999). 
Dozens of zoology students have graduated 
under his supervision. Over the last ten years 
of his life, Jiří, now recognised as an Emeritus 
Professor, was still helping with the tuition of 
Master’s and Doctoral students and co-operating 
on research projects. 

Jiří’s prime research interest was always the 
study of bat biology. His contributions to our 
knowledge of bat biology resulted in a number 
of key achievements and his efforts were key 
in integrating international bat research efforts, 
one of the results of which was the founding of 
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International Bat Research Conferences. Together with Vladimír Hanák (Prague), he established 
extensive bat-banding and long-term population monitoring programs. His scientific publicati-
ons have brought to light much original data on the population ecology of European bat species, 
including Myotis emarginatus, Nyctalus noctula and Rhinolophus hipposideros. 

In addition to his work on bats, however, Jiří also published many professional papers dealing 
with other topics of vertebrate zoology and published or contributed to numerous books on the 
subject. Some of his most important works include chapters in two books, the Ecology of Small 
Mammals (1979) and the Hanbuch der Säugetiere Europas (2001). He produced a number of 
popular books and valuable textbooks, including the Atlas of Mammals of the Czech and Slovak 
Republics (2002), Mammals of the Czech Republic (2012), and updated the textbook Vertebrate 
Zoology, published in cooperation with Jan Zima (2007). 

Jiří was active in many scientific societies, both in Czechoslovakia and the Czech Republic and 
abroad. He participated in the work of the Chiroptera Specialist Group of the IUCN Species Sur-
vival Commission and served on the Scientific Advisory Board of Bat Conservation International 
(USA). He was co-founder and first President of the Czech Bat Conservation Trust, later serving 
as Honorary President. In addition, he served on the Scientific Boards of numerous scientific bo-
dies, including the Institute of Vertebrate Biology of the Czech Academy of Sciences, the Czech 
Zoological Society, the National Committee of the International Union of Biological Sciences, 
the World Conservation Monitoring Centre and the American Society of Mammologists. Finally, 
he was an active participant on the editorial boards of a range of scientific journals, including 
Folia Zoologica and Acta Theriologica.

For his achievements in the field of biology, Jiří was awarded the G. J. Mendel Medal of 
Honour of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic in 1995 and the Prize of the Rector 
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of Masaryk University (Brno) in 1999. If this were not enough, his name has become eternal in 
the field of science in at least one other way, when a new bat, Gaisler’s long-eared bat Plecotus 
gaisleri, was named after him.

Those who had the opportunity to meet Jiří personally quickly appreciated his brilliant intellect, 
his deep insight into diverse aspects of bat biology, his broad cultural background and his kind 
sense of humour. He will be remembered as a particularly kind and generous man who gave of his 
time and expertise unselfishly, and as a man who was highly respected by his students, colleagues 
and many friends. Whilst we aware that these few lines cannot hope to describe the incomparably 
rich and full human life that was Jiří Gaisler, as long-term collaborators and friends, we believe 
that the huge legacy of Jiří will long outlast him. 

Bibliography of Professor Jiří Gaisler since 1994
Compiled by Zdeněk Řehák. Note: Most of older Gaisler’s publications were comprised in the lists published 
by Zukal (1994) and Nevrlý (2010). In this bibliography review some older unpublished or missing articles 
have been added. All abstracts published in various conference proceedings were excluded from this list. 
The publication titles are in their original languages.

Scientific papers
Gaisler J. & Kučera J., 1996: On a community of small mammals in stacks at low population numbers. 

Folia Zoologica, 45(2): 190–192.
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Gaisler J., 1997: Kolenatiho monografie evropských netopýrů. Vespertilio, 2: 168–170.
HubáleK Z., KršKa a., Gaisler J., ZeJda J., Heroldová M. & rycHnovsKý b., 1997: Emmonsiosis of 

small mammals (Rodentia, Insectivora) in southwest Moravia, Czech Republic. Folia Zoologica, 46(3): 
223–227.

HubáleK Z., Gaisler J. & nesvadbová J., 1998: Emmonsiosis of small mammals (Rodentia, Insectivora) in 
the Pálava Biosphere Reserve of the UNESCO. Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bohemicae, 62: 101–104.

ZiMa J., obucH J., Kopcová-Klodová G., Kovařík M. & Gaisler J., 1998: Hmyzožravci a hlodavci Morav-
ského krasu a přilehlých oblastí Drahanské vrchoviny. Lynx, n.s., 29: 77–94.

nesvadbová J. & Gaisler J., 2000: Communities of terrestrial small mammals in two mountain ecosystems 
influenced by air pollution. Folia Zoologica, 49(4): 295–304.

bryJa J., TKadlec e., nesvadbová J., Gaisler J. & ZeJda J., 2001: Comparison of enumeration and Jolly-
-Seber estimation of population size in the common vole Microtus arvalis. Acta Theriologica, 46(3): 
279–285.

Gaisler J. & ZeJda J., 2006: On some “forgotten” samples of small mammals from the Western Tatra Mts 
– Roháče Mts (Slovakia) (Insectivora, Rodentia, Carnivora). Lynx, n.s., 37: 111–121.

Martínková n., bačkor p., bartonička T., blažková p., červený J., FalTeiseK l., Gaisler J., HanZal v., 
Horáček d., HubáleK Z., JaHelKová H., Kolařík M., KoryTár Ľ., KubáTová a., leHoTsKá b., leHoTsKý 
r., lučan r. K., MáJeK o., Matějů J., řeHáK Z., šafář J., TáleK p., TKadlec e., uHrin M., WaGner J., 
WeinFurTová d., ZiMa J., ZuKal J. & Horáček i., 2010: Increasing incidence of Geomyces destructans 
fungus in bats from the Czech Republic and Slovakia. Public Library of Science One, 5(11): 1–7.

Gaisler J., Kovařík M. & šTeFKa l., 2011: Two unusual records of the lesser horseshoe bat (Rhinolophus 
hipposideros) in the Moravian Karst (Czech Republic). Hystrix, n.s., 22(1): 73–79.

cHyTil J. & Gaisler J., 2012: Development of the Rhinolophus hipposideros population in southern Moravia, 
Czech Republic. Vespertilio, 16: 131–137.
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Gaisler J. & scHenKová J., 2013: Species diversity of small mammals in a highland recreation cottage within 
40 years (Rodentia, Eulipotyphla, Chiroptera). Lynx, n.s., 44: 13–25. 

benda P. & Gaisler J., in press: Bats (Mammalia: Chiroptera) of the Eastern Mediterranean and Middle 
East. Part 12. Bat fauna of Afghanistan: revision of distribution and taxonomy. Acta Societatis Zoologicae 
Bohemicae.

Books, textbooks and chapters in books
Gaisler J., 1997: Savci. Pp.: 175–181. In: nováK V. & Hudec K. (eds.): Vlastivěda moravská. Země a lid. 

Svazek 2. Živá příroda. Muzeum a vlastivědný spolek, Brno, 336 pp.
Gaisler J., 2000: Primatologie pro antropology. Pp.: 9–80. In: Malina J. (ed.): Panoráma biologické a so-

ciokulturní antropologie. Nadace Universitatis Masarykiana, Brno, 80 pp.
Gaisler J., 2001: Rhinolophus ferrumequinum (Schreber, 1774) – Große Hufeisennase. Pp.: 15–37. In: Krapp 

F. (ed.): Handbuch der Säugetiere Europas. Band 4: Fledertiere, Teil I: Chiroptera I. Rhinolophidae, 
Vespertilionidae 1. Aula-Verlag, Wiebelsheim, x+603 pp. 

Gaisler J., 2001: Rhinolophus euryale Blasius, 1853 – Mittelmeerhufeisennase. Pp.: 59–74. In: Krapp F. 
(ed.): Handbuch der Säugetiere Europas. Band 4: Fledertiere, Teil I: Chiroptera I. Rhinolophidae, Ve-
spertilionidae 1. Aula-Verlag, Wiebelsheim, x+603 pp.

Gaisler J., 2001: Rhinolophus mehelyi Matschie, 1901 – Mehely-Hufeisennase. Pp.: 91–104. In: Krapp 
F. (ed.): Handbuch der Säugetiere Europas. Band 4: Fledertiere, Teil I: Chiroptera I. Rhinolophidae, 
Vespertilionidae 1. Aula-Verlag, Wiebelsheim, x+603 pp.

Gaisler J., 2001: Netopýři Stránské skály. Pp.: 35–36. In: valocH K. & Musil R. (eds.): Stránská skála. 
Výjimečná lokalita. Moravské zemské muzeum, Brno, 37 pp.
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Malina J. (eds.), 2009: Antropologický slovník (s přihlédnutím k dějinám literatury a umění) aneb co by mohl 
o člověku vědět každý člověk. Akademické nakladatelství CERM, Brno, 295 pp. + 1 CD. [J. Gaisler’s 
authorship or co-authorship of some 150 entries.]

anděra M. & Gaisler J., 2012: Savci České republiky. Popis, rozšíření, ekologie, ochrana. Academia, 
Praha, 285 pp.

Gaisler J., 2013: Rhinolophus euryale Mediterranean Horseshoe Bat. Pp.: 325–326. In: Happold M. 
& Happold D. C. D. (eds): Mammals of Africa. Volume IV: Hedgehogs, Shrews and Bats. Bloomsbury 
Publishing, London, 800 pp.

Gaisler J., 2013: Rhinolophus ferrumequinum Greater Horseshoe Bat. Pp.: 327–328. In: Happold M. 
& Happold D. C. D. (eds): Mammals of Africa. Volume IV: Hedgehogs, Shrews and Bats. Bloomsbury 
Publishing, London, 800 pp.

Gaisler J., 2013: Rhinolophus hipposideros Lesser Horseshoe Bat. Pp.: 338–340. In: Happold M. & Happold 
D. C. D. (eds): Mammals of Africa. Volume IV: Hedgehogs, Shrews and Bats. Bloomsbury Publishing, 
London, 800 pp.

Gaisler J., 2013: Rhinolophus mehelyi Méhely’s Horseshoe Bat. Pp.: 345–346. In: Happold M. & Happold 
D. C. D. (eds): Mammals of Africa. Volume IV: Hedgehogs, Shrews and Bats. Bloomsbury Publishing, 
London, 800 pp.

Popular articles and other contributions (mostly in Czech) 
Gaisler J., 1994: Odhad stáří a kategorie dospívání našich netopýrů. Bulletin České Společnosti pro Ochranu 

Netopýrů, 4: 9–11.
Gaisler J., 1995: Česko-moravské klání o zoologické názvy (tentokrát ptáků). Vesmír, 74(7): 394.
Gaisler J., 1995: O biologických kořenech násilí a obětavosti. Univerzitní Noviny, Brno, 4(2): 26–27.
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Gaisler J., 1995: Jak je to s vědeckým názvem muflona? Myslivost, 1995(10): 17.
Gaisler J., Gelnar M., Helešic J., Kubíček F. & sedláK e., 1995: Věda a univerzitní studium v intencích 

oboru (model zoologie). Univerzita na prahu nového tisíciletí, Masarykova univerzita, Brno, 1995(1): 
221–236. 

Gaisler J., 1996: Je biologická rozmanitost podmínkou? Univerzitní Noviny, Brno, 5(3): 19–20.
Gaisler J., 1996: Druhová rozmanitost drobných savců Pálavy. Veronica, 10(1): 41–42.
Gaisler J., 1996: Postavení velkých zvířat v naší přírodě. Pp.: 31–33. In: MrKva R. (ed.): Zvěř jako přírodní 

bohatství. Sborník referátů. Diskusní setkání zoologů, myslivců a ochránců přírody a lesníků u Kulatého 
stolu, 26. 2. 1996. MZLU, Brno, 56 pp.

Gaisler J., 1997: Český rys neboli Lynx. Veronica, 11(1): 20–21.
Gaisler J., 1998: Faksimile jednoho Darwinova díla a komu za ně vděčíme. Univerzitní Noviny, Brno, 

5(2): 16–18.
Gaisler J., 1998: Laudatio to conferring the title of Dr. h.c. on Professor F. A. Pitelka. Folia Zoologica, 

47(1): 3–6.
Gaisler J. & řeHáK Z., 1998: Diplomové a doktorandské práce z teriologie, obhájené na Přírodovědecké 

fakultě MU v Brně, část II. Lynx, n.s., 29: 103–104.
Gaisler J., 1998: Česká společnost pro ochranu netopýrů. Veronica, 12: 45. 
Gaisler J., 1999: Obituary Gordon Laidlaw Kirkland, Jr., 1943-1999. Folia Zoologica, 48(2): 81–86.
Gaisler J., 1999: Vzpomínka na prof. Sergeje Hraběte, DrSc. Univerzitní Noviny, Brno, 6(6): 12–13.
Gaisler J., 2000: Krajina mého srdce – Hřeben Orlických hor. Veronica, 14(6): 19.
Gaisler J., 2000: Za Ing. Aristidem Mošanským, CSc. Lynx, n.s., 31: 163–166.
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Gaisler J., 2000: News from Moravia, Czech Republic. Bat Research News, 41(4): 151.
Gaisler J., 2001: Malá (a málo známá) zvířata kolem nás – I. Deštník, Deštné v Orlických horách, 2001(4): 

31–33.
Gaisler J., 2001: Krajina mého srdce – Hřeben Orlických hor. Deštník, Deštné v Orlických horách, 2001(4): 

33–35.
Gaisler J., 2001: Netopýr Saviův novým přírůstkem naší fauny. Veronica, 15(5): 24.
Gaisler J., 2001: Máme nový druh savce, netopýra Saviova? Živa, 49(6): 279–280.
Gaisler J., 2001: Malá (a málo známá) zvířata kolem nás – II. Deštník, Deštné v Orlických horách, 2001(5): 

37–39.
Gaisler J., 2001: In memoriam RNDr. Ivan Heráň, CSc. Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bohemicae, 65: 357–358.
Kubíček F., opravilová v. & Gaisler J., 2001: The 75th birthday of Dr. Bohumil Losos, CSc. Scripta Fa-

cultatis Scientiarium Naturalium Universitatis Masarykianae Brunensis, Biology, 27(Supplement): 1–5.
Gaisler J., 2002: Za RNDr. Ivanem Heráněm, CSc. Lynx, n.s., 33: 273–275.
Kubíček F. & Gaisler J., 2003: Zoologie na Přírodovědecké fakultě v letech normalizace, 1970–1989. In: 

Kubíček F. & vaňhara J. (eds.): Zoologie. Folia Historica Facultatis Scientiarium Naturalium Univer-
sitatis Masarykianae Brunensis, 72: 60–72.

Gaisler J. & řeHáK Z., 2003: Vertebratologie. In: Kubíček F. & vaňhara J. (eds.): Zoologie. Folia Historica 
Facultatis Scientiarium Naturalium Universitatis Masarykianae Brunensis, 72: 113–119.

Gaisler J., roZKošný r. & vaňhara J., 2003: Rozvoj zoologie v polistopadovém období let 1989–2003. 
In: Kubíček F. & vaňhara J. (eds.): Zoologie. Folia Historica Facultatis Scientiarium Naturalium Uni-
versitatis Masarykianae Brunensis, 72: 73–84.

Gaisler J., 2004: Myšice malooká. Veronica, 18(2): 26.
Gaisler J., 2004: Cesty savců. Veronica, 18(6): 10–11.
Gaisler J., 2004: Netopýr tmavý (Myotis nigricans) nežije v Evropě. Živa, 52(1): xlix.
Gaisler J. & HanáK v., 2004: Rekordní stáří u netopýrů. Živa, 52(1): 39–40.
Gaisler J. & vlašín M., 2004: Netopýří charita. Veronica, 18(6): 26.
brZoboHaTý r. & Gaisler J., 2006: Za Pavlem Čtyrokým. Zpravodaj České Geologické Společnosti, 

2006(3): 13–14.
Gaisler J., 2006: Agresivita se váže především na samčí pohlaví. Brněnský Metropolitan, leden 2006: 10.
Gaisler J., 2006: RNDr. Ing. Luděk J. Dobroruka. Zprávy České a Slovenské Etologické Společnosti, 20, 

zvláštní číslo: 3–4.
Gaisler J., 2007: Negativní vliv větrných elektráren na ptáky a netopýry. Veronica, 21(3): 14–16.
Gaisler J., 2007: Bělozubka šedá (Crocidura suaveolens). Veronica, 21(4): 28–29.
Gaisler J., 2007: Problematika kolizí netopýrů s větrnými elektrárnami v Americe a Evropě. Větrné elektrárny 

v Jihomoravském kraji. Sborník příspěvků z odborného semináře. Veronica, 21(5): 20–22.
bartonička T., Gaisler J. & řeHáK Z., 2008: Vliv silničního provozu na netopýry a návrh ochrany. Živa, 

56(4): 181–182.
Gaisler J., 2008: Pětasedmdesátiny Dr. Míly Nevrlého. Vespertilio, 12: 85–87.
Gaisler J., 2008: Svěží osmdesátník: Karel Hudec. Informační Zpravodaj České Zoologické Společnosti, 

2008(1): 3–4.
Gaisler J., řeHáK Z. & bartonička T., 2008: Změny ve složení a početnosti naší netopýří fauny. Veronica, 

22(3): 16–17.
Gaisler J., 2009: Osmdesátiny Jana Zejdy. Živa, 57(3): xxxvi–xxxvii.
Gaisler J. & bartonička T., 2009: Živé bohatství našich štol. Morávecký Zpravodaj, březen 2009: 2–3.
Gaisler J., 2010: Klímův příspěvek k poznání (a údivu z) našeho těla. Anthropologia Integra, 1(1): 102–103.
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Gaisler J., 2010: Komentář k antropologicky zaměřeným článkům, jejichž předmětem je “havran”. Anthro- 
pologia Integra, 1(2): 129.

Gaisler J., 2011: Osmdesát let Vladimíra Hanáka. Živa, 59(2): xviii.
Gaisler J., 2012: Netopýři a lidé (několik zajímavostí o našem vztahu k jediným létajícím savcům). Anthro- 

pologia Integra, 3(1): 85–89.
Gaisler J., 2012: Neuvěřitelné – Karel Hudec oslavil pětaosmdesátiny (18. 11. 2012). Sylvia, 48: 197–198.
Gaisler J. & HanáK v., 2012: Nový netopýr a jeho české jméno. Živa, 60(1): 48.
Gaisler J., 2014: Noc je jejich království. Veronica, 28(1): 31–33.
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Other scientific publications missing in a former bibliography review before 1995
Gaisler J., 1959: Vliv chladu na živočichy. Sborník Prací Lékařské Fakulty Karlovy University Hradec 

Králové, 2(2): 30–33.
Gaisler J., ZeJda J. & ZapleTal M., 1963: Das Nisten des Hänflings Carduelis cannabina in den Schobern. 

Folia Zoologica, 12(2): 168.
Gaisler J., 1964: Comment volent les chauves-souris? Science et Nature, 1964(66): 11–16.
Gaisler J., povolný d., šebeK Z. & Tenora F., 1968: Glareola nordmanni für Afghanistan nachgewiesen. 

Journal für Ornithologie, 109(1): 23.
Gaisler J. & HanáK v., 1969: Současný stav a perspektivy výzkumu ekologie netopýrů v Československu. 

Vertebratologické Zprávy, Brno, 1969(3): 83–96.
Gaisler J., 1979: Ecology of bats. Pp.: 281–342. In: sToddarT D. M. (ed.): Ecology of Small Mammals. 

Chapman & Hall Publ., London, 386 pp.
roZKošný r., Gaisler J. & TrnKa p., 1987: The importance of animals in the agricultural landscape. Acta 

Universitatis Agriculturae et Silviculturae Mendelianae Brunensis, Brno, 2(1): 53–66.
Gaisler J., 1991: The status of Rhinolophus hipposideros in S-Moravia (CS). Myotis, 29: 105–108.
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