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Abstract. The pond bat Myotis dasycneme (Boie, 1825) and the common pipistrelle Pipistrellus
pipistrellus (Schreber, 1774) were found for the first time in Finland in 2002. These are the tenth and
eleventh bat species found in Finland. The M. dasycneme was hibernating and P. pipistrellus was
observed flying in a riparian forest. Also two hibernating Natterer’s bats Myotis nattereri (Kuhl, 1818)
were found in the same area. This was the eighth record of M. nattereriin Finland and the first record
of M. nattereri in south-eastern Finland.

Pond bat, Myotis dasycneme, common pipistrelle, Pipistrellus pipistrellus, Natterer’s bat,
Myotis nattereri, Finland

Nine bat species have been observed so far in Finland. These are Eptesicus nilssoni, Myotis daubentonii,
Mpyotis brandtii, Myotis mystacinus, Myotis nattereri, Plecotus auritus, Nyctalus noctula, Pipistrellus nathusii
and Vespertilio murinus. E. nilssonii, M. daubentonii, M. brandtii, M. mystacinus, M. nattereri, and P. auritus
hibernate in Finland (Siivonen and Sulkava 1999), whileN. noctula, V. murinus and P. nathusiihave never been
recorded to hibernate in Finland there, they migrate southward for winter.

The pond bat, Myotis dasycneme (Boie, 1825), has been recorded from the North Sea to the Yenisey River
in Russia and from about 60° N to a southern limit varying between 50° N and 44° N (Horacek & Hanak
1989, Hilton-Taylor 2000, Limpens 2001). The 2000 ITUCN Red List of Threatened Species categorizes
M. dasycneme as vulnerable (Hilton-Taylor 2000). Natterer’s bat, M. nattereri (Kuhl, 1817), is regarded as
extremely vulnerable in Finland (Helmisaari 2000); for the last time it was observed in 1987 (Kotiranta et al.
1998). Common pipistrelle (45 kHz pipistrelle), Pipistrellus pipistrellus (Schreber, 1774), lives in central and
southern Europe including Britain (Jones and van Parijs 1993, Mayer & von Helversen 2001).

This paper presents the first records of M. dasycneme and P. pipistellus in Finland. Furthermore it
presents the eighth record of M. nattereri in Finland.

On March 31, 2002, we found one individual of M. dasycneme in a large cellar. M. dasycneme was
hibernating along with 11 M. mystacinus or M. brandtii, two E. nilssonii, two M. daubentonii and one
P. auritus.
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On April 13,2002, we found two M. nattereri in another cellar nearby. They were hibernating in the same
cellar with 34 M. mystacinus or M. brandtii (mostly M. brandtii), two E. nilssonii and two M. daubentonii.

The hibernation sites are located 1 km from the shore of the Gulf of Finland, in the outskirts of a rural
village, approximately 30 m above sea level. The surrounding area is mostly mixed woodland, but there are
farms and houses nearby. In the vicinity of the finding site there are numerous rivers and also straits and
eutrofic bays (the waters of the Baltic Sea are brackish).

On July 28, 2002, at about 2.00 AM we recorded P. pipistrellus in eastern Finland. The observation was
made using the Pettersson D240x detector. The sound was recorded with the SONY TCD-D100 DAT
recorder and further analysed with the BatSound 3.31 (Fig. 1). The site of observation was a riparian forest
at the Gulf of Finland.

All the bats mentioned above were found at about 60° 30’ N, 27° 00’ E, near the town of Kotka (Kymi
Dist.). M. dasycneme and P. pipistrellus are the tenth and eleventh bat spieces found in Finland.

In some caves near St. Petersburg, M. dasycneme and M. nattereri are quite numerous (Strelkov 1970,
Cistjakov 2002). It is highly probable that more specimens of both species will be found in southern Finland.

Pipistrellus pipistrellus (45 kHz pipistrelle) occurs at the eastern coast of the Baltic Sea and P. pygmaeus
(Leach, 1825) (55 kHz pipistrelle) at the western coast (Jones & Parijs 1993). Masing (1999) suggests that
the Baltic Sea may be an obstacle for the distribution of both species. P. pipistrellus was observed in eastern
Finland, where it can migrate using the eastern side of the Baltic Sea or pass the Gulf of Finland through
islands of Suursaari and Tytérsaari. It is highly probable that more P. pipistrellus individuals will be found in
southern Finland.

Spectragram, FFT size 512, Hanning window.
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Fig. 1. The sonogram of the Pipistrellus pipisrellus recorded in eastern Finland.
Obr. 1. Sonogram netopyra hvizdavého (Pipistrellus pipisrellus) zaznamenany ve vychodnim Finsku.
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Souhrn

Prvni nalez netopyra pobrezniho (Myotis dasycneme) a netopyra hvizdavého (Pipistrellus pipistrellus)
ve Finsku. V roce 2002 byly porvé ve Finsku nalezeny dva druhy netopyru: netopyr pobiezni, Myotis
dasycneme (Boie, 1825) a netopyr hvizdavy, Pipistrellus pipistrellus (Schreber, 1774). Jedna se o desaty
a jedenacty druh netopyra zaznamenany ve Finsku. M. dasycneme byl nalezen na zimovisti, zatimco P. pi-
pistrellus byl pozorovan a pfi letu v pobfeznim porostu. Ve stejné oblasti byli také nalezeni dva zimujici
netopyfi fasnati, Myotis nattereri (Kuhl, 1817). Jejich nalez ptedstavuje osmy zaznam tohoto druhu ve
Finsku a viibec prvni nalez v jihovychodnim Finsku.
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